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Lord Chief Juſtice of the King's Bench'z 
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JOHN P ACKE Eſq; 
High Sheriff for the Gounty. 
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bly Thomas Kna nes M. A. and Chaplain to this. 
4 OP Honouradle Fo & » Earl of Tankerville, 


| LONDO N; | 
Ja Lantle at the three Bibles in Little Lin- 
we Wh, , Near the fo RE MDCXC VII. 


Dr. WAUGH's 
SERMON 


AT THE 


CONSECRATION 


OF THE 


Lord Biſhop of Se. DA V I D's. 


To the Right Honourable 


Sr JOUN HOLT K* 


Lord Chief Juſtice of His Majelty's 
Court of King's Bench ; 


And one of his Majeſty's Moſt 


Honourable Privy Council. 


May it pleaſe your Lordfhip ; 

S I had the Honour t9 preach this 
Sermon before you, ſo I bave your 
Lordſhip's Command. for the print- 

ing it ; in Obedience to which. I have ex- 
poſed it to the Publick, TI ſhall not in the 
leaſt be troubled at any Cenſure [ may bring 
upon my ſelf by its Publication : Your 
Lordſbip's Approbation alone is enough to 
"field me without any Vindication or Apo- 
ogy. -It was for the Sake of the Com- 
mon Good | penn'd it. For alas ! Ie are 
fallen into ſuch deplorable times, that Con- 
A.3 = .'+ ſcience 


The Dedication. 
ſcience is almoſt baniſh'd out of the World, 
Such an Age of Licentiouſneſs and Pry. 
faneneſs we-live in, aud therefore never 
was there more neceſſity of preſſing Mo- 
tives to prevail with Men to a Love'and 
Veneration of Truth and common Honeſty 
as now. | 
My Loxo; 

All that I ſhall ſay of that Excellent 
Charge of your Lordſhip's to the Grand 
Fury, is, that it was enough to perſwade 
and convince any rational Man to ſtand faſt 
for the Preſervation of the Preſent Govern- 
ment, for which you truly deſerve the Name 
of an Engliſhman and a Proteſtant, All 
ſuch have a particular V alue for your Lord- 


ſhip, but none more than 


Tour Lordſbip's moſt Humble 
. and moſt Obedient Servant, 


WF, Tho. Knages. R 
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ACTS xxirv. 16. 
And herein do I exerciſe my ſelf to 


have always a Conſcience void of 
Offence towards God, and towards 


Man. 


. the Governour by Tertullus and ſeveral 0- 
thers of the Jews, was by them reprelent- 
ed as a dangerous -Perſon, a peſtilent Fellow, a 
Mover of Sedition, a great Promoter of the Religion 
of the Nazarens, and a Profaner of the Temple, 
Theſe were the hainous Crimes he ſtood accu- 
ſed of ; but being to anſwer for himſelf, before 
his Judg he declared his Innocency, and that | 
he was not in the leaſt guilty of what they laid 
to his Charge, and that they were not able to : 
prove the things whereof they accuſed him, gi- 
ving Felix a Confeſſion of his Faith: 424 have 
Pp, Flops 


QI: Paul having been accuſed before Felix 


- 
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12ope towards God, which they themſelves alſo allow, © 
that t here/ſhall be a Reſurrettion of the dead, both of 
the wo /an unjuſt, This was the Sum of that 
Apoſtle's Faith and Hope. Ferei, i.e in| 
a real Belief of the Reſurre&ion and the laſt, 
Judgment, do I, exerciſe my ſelf to have always 4 
a Conſcience void of Offence towards God, and toward; 
Man. | | 

{n diſcourſing of which Words 1 ſhall con- 


ſider, 


[. W Conlcience is. 


il. Wherein a Conſcience void of Offence 
towards God and towards Man , dot 
chiefly conſiſt, 

III. The Advantages that will accrue by 
keeping ſuch a Conſcience. 

IV.. Shall lay ddf&n ſeveral Inducements, 
for the keeping {ch a Conſcience. * , 

Laſtly, Shall conclude with ſome Rules 
your Helpand Direcion herein. Ag 


y 


[. What Conſcjence is. F 
. In every Man there is a Soul, and in every} * 


Soul a Deputy-Judg, 'we call the Conſciens 
} This * 


— —— 
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Thiseagda+ Faculty by which a Man becomes 
conſcious to himſelf of all that he hath eicher 
done or deſign'd. - This examines, fifts, and 
tries.our Actions. 'Tis a Spy upon them, an 

otary of whatever we think or a&; and 
tis called by St. Paul a Co-witneſs - with God, 
Rom. 9. 1. Next under God himlelf, who is 
the ſupream Judg, this, as the Almighty's Vice- 
gerent, exerciſeth a Soveraign Power in every 
Man's own Breaſt, calling him to the Bar, and 
arraigning him ; and being the Regiſter, Wir- 
neſs, and, Judg of all his Thoughts, Words, 
and Actions, fits upon him, and upon Examina- 
tion either accuſeth, or elſe excuſeth, acquits, 
or condemns him. This of all other. things 
has the moſt irreſiſtable Influence uponsevery 
Man's Happineſs or Miſery ; for according as 
Conſcience 1s either for him or againſt him, ſo 
he hath Boldneſs or Fear in time of Life, and 
inthe Hour of Death. The Horrours that na- 
turally ariſe out - of an accuſing Conſcience,' 
ſuch as Frights and Diſtration, Anguiſh and 
Deſpair, Grief and Fear, Laſhes and Gripes, 
as they cruelly vex and torment the Mind; fo / 


on the other ſide, the Delight and Joy, the Plea- 
- | 


;® ure 


* 
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ſure and Satisfaction, the Peace and Quietnels 
that follow upon the Diſcharge of an honeſt ad 
upright one, abide for ever, and accompthy 
both Life and Death wich Tranquillity and Reſt 
of Spirit, I come 


H. To conſider wherein a Corrfcience void of 
Offence towards God and towards: Mai 
doth chiefly conſiſt. And, 

1. To keep a Conſcience void of Offence to- 

wards God, we muſt with Zacharie atid Elize- 

beth be righteous before him; walking in all th 

Commanttents, 'and Oritances of the Lord 'blumetefs, 

Luke 1. 6. Otr Piery towards 'God miſt Ve 

conſtant. We miſt be ſeriowis inal 'otir AJ- 

dreſſes 'to him, uniform'in our'Obedietice, nds 
muchas in us le, endeavour to copyout in vir 

Lives that Holineſs, Juſtice, and Innoceticy, 

which ih his hoty Word he- commands. 

2. To keep- x ©6nſcietice voi of dffente 
towards God, Wwe muſt lbve' kihd fear ' hit, 
walk ih his holy Ways, do What he has com- 
rhatided, 4nd abſtain from Whar he has 'pthi 


| bited. 


3 To keep a Conlcience void of 'Offence to- 
wards: 


before the Ld Chief Fuſtice Holt. 1 5 
wards God, we - muſt be free from all Appear- 
ances of Hypocriſy 2nd Iafincerity, diligent and 
faithful in our Purſuits of Heaven and Eternity, 
and live up to the conſtant and Spiritual Per- 
formance of thoſe indiſpenſable Duries. 

I come to ſhew wherein the keeping a Conſci- 
ence yaid of Offence towargs Man, doth chiefly 
confilt, And, 

1. It conſiſts ig being juſt and honeſt jn all 
our Dealings, in being innocent and. candid in 
our Converſation with him, charitable, and 
merciful to him, -and to offer no Wrong either 
to his Name, Goods, or Perſon. 

2. He that would keep a Conſcience yoid of 
Offence towards Man, in his Words and Diſcour- 
ſes muſt ſpeak the Truth in bis Heart to him. 
His Thoughts, Words and Actions muſt be all 
of a piece. Who has no by, .corrupt, ſinifter 
Deſigns, hut walks in the plain and beaten 
Paths of  Righteouſnels and Integrity. 

- 3- He that wapld keepa Conſcience void of 
Offence:towards Man, mult in this Dealings wich 
him lay aſide all eunning Practices of Guile and 
Hypeoriſy, all-ſecret Arts-apd baſe Tricks; and 
te; raov'd £6/his Duty by fair Means and Ways. 
kh B 2 an 
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He that obſerves theſe Rules, ſhall keep a Con- 
ſcience void of Offence towards God and to- 
wards Man ; and at the great Day of Account, 
when the eternal Retributions ſhall be adjuſted 
to Men according to their Works, then God 
will confirm the Sentence of his Conſcience, 
reward him for what he has done, and in the 
Preſence of Men and Angels own him, as a 


faichfol Servant, and bid him enter into the Joy 
of his Lord. 


2 HR = CA EET TR ener mo omg Oe nn GAR em 4 


Il. I proceed to ſhew the Advantages that 

will accrue by keeping ſuch a Conſcience, 
[t makes the Heart fincere and upright, ſets 
theſe Duties of Integrity and Honeſty, Righte- 
oulneſs and Juſtice, clofe upon the Soul, and:is 
its Counſellor, Guide, and Dire&or. The 
conſtant keeping ſuch a Conſcience makes good 
Men, whether in publick or private Stations. 
The Magiſtrate being appointed by the great 
| Judg of his Conſcience to puniſh evil Doers, 
| and encourage ſuch as do well ;* he therefore 
will not, becauſe he knows 'tis. a Violation 
of his Conſcience, either protect the Guilty, 


or oppreſs the Innocent. This makes. him jul 
an 


pI 
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and impartial in the Diſcharge of his Truſt, al- 
my prevails with him to advance Righteoul- 
neſs and Juſtice, to deal fairly between Party 
and Party, and to take care that the poor Man's 
Cauſe have as friendly and favourable a hearing 
as that. of the Rich. The keeping a Conſcience 
void of Offence towards God and Man, will 
make the Judg b- e no reſpe& of Perlons in 
Judgment, and puthim upon nothing but what 
is tor his Eſteem and Veneration, his Honour and 
Reputation. 

And as the Magiſtrate in particular, by keeping 
a Conſcience void of Offence towards God and 
towards Man, has this Advantage by it, thar ir 
always prevails with him to do Juſtice, and to 
denounce righteous Judgment; ſo it has the ſame 
Influence on Bodies and Societies of Men, and 
habituates them to the faichful Diſcharge of that 
Truſt which is repoſed in them. 

The Senſe of ſuch a Conſcience makes faith- 
ful and true Witneſſes, upright and unbiaſs'd Ju- 


_ ries, charicable Plaintiffs and. Defendants, and 


puts Men our of. love with vexatious Suits, and 
the things that make not for Peace. Ler us all 
ſtriveafter ſuch a Conſcience. Such a one is the 
only 
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only wiſe, great, and ſecure Man, thetryeſt Po. 
litician, and none ſo ſafe as he. Thoſe two Phi- 
lofophers Plato and Ariſtotle could tell us that a 
Man that a&s from the Spring of a good Con- 
ſcience, is rrre4w'G-, like a Die ; caft him which 
way you will, he ſtill finds a Bottom. + Like his 
God, he is ſtill che ſame yeſterday, to day, and 
for ever. His firſt Principle is to have honeſt 
Principles, whether in a publick or private Sta- 
tion. Tis a memorable Story' of Conſtantins, 
who at his firſt coming to the Empire, command- 
&d all his Nobles and Servants to offer Sacrifice 
unto Idols, tchreatning to baniſh all from his 
Court and Service that fhould refuſe to obey him 
in that Edict. Many were cafily induc'd todif- 

nſe with their Conſciences ; and. rather than 
hazard the Lofs of their Places at Conrt; would 

. content themlelves to be of any, or no Religion: 
Bur others chooſing rather to obey God than Man, 
-would not yield Obedience to' fo wicked- an 
Edit. The good Emperor retain'd theſe about | 
him, and banilh'd all the orhers who were lo for- 
ward to embrace Idolatry, ſaying, Quomodo fidan 
inviolatam praftabunt Imperatori, qui Deo ſunt perfidi* 
- What Loyalty aud Allegiance can there 'be expetted from 


them 


[ 


before rhe Id Chief Jnftice Holt. 157 
them towards their Soveraign, that were ſo perfilious to 
their God 2 

But tho {have inſiſted hitherto wherein a Con- 
ſcience void of offence rowards God and to- 
wards Mah doth chiefly confiſt, and ſhewn the 
Advantages that will eccrue by keeping ſuch a 
Conſcience ; yet what 1 hive delivered has nor 
been t0-cotrareante the Praftices of ſnch Men, 
who out of a render'Conlcience, as cheyiprerend, 
have pleaded for the moſt unconſcionable Ations. 
What ſhale «hibk of their'Conſciences, who 
dare not for 'thelt” Lives tafte Fleth in Lent, ſtand 
coyerd before the Pifture of our Lady, or re-- 
ceive the Euchariſt, omitting Avvicular Confeſ. 
ſion ; and yerſtick mvr'to-veriture upon the moſt 
tbotninubls Treafons, 'to commit horrid 'Mar- 
ders, to Afﬀſafſinare Kings, to undermine States, 
and invol ve'Kingdoms in Blood-and Confuſion > 
har ſhall we ſay-of<heir Conſciences, who have 
a {cemitip Zeal'tor'tlie Church of Enolunil, and. 
yer ce Gin Wa ys:and Means for bringing in 
Pypery, Slavery, and Thramy? Or what fhall we 
tink of their *Garſciences, 'who endeavour-to: 


_ make 'the World iſenſible of their Love for 'the: 


—— Good, and'yer are-Bnemies to-a Price 
that: 
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that has preſery'd their Liberties and Properties, and 
by his Courage and Conduct ſav'd Europe? A 
Prince whom God raisd up in the day of our 
diſtreſs to work a Deliverance for us, and to ad- 
vance the Honour of this Nation to its antient 
Splendour and Glory. Would ſome Men but 
think or conſider, they would not be drawn 
they know not whither, or- be ſo (olicitous 
to compleat the Ruin and Deſtruction of their 
Country, and expole it to the Revenge of an in- 
cens'd Enemy to our Religion, Laws, and Li- 
berties. The old Romans were ready to ſacrifice 
their Fortunes for the Safety of their Country, 
and were neither afraid nor aſham'd to die in ſo 
glorious a Cauſe. How then are ſome Engl: 

degenerated from antient Worth and Honour, 
in ſeeking to betray what the others were {o 
zealous to preſerve ? This is one of the wort 
kind of Conlſciences in the World. A Conſcience 
that ſtrains at a Gnat, and ſwallows a Camel. A 
Conſcience that has a hot and flaming Zeal for 
the Church, yet at the ſame time carries on the 1n- 
rereſt of him who for many Years has been en- 
deavouring to eftabliſh Popery and Arbitrary Go- | 


* vernment. A ſquinting Conſcience that looks one 


Way, 
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way, and ſees another. But as much as it looks 
awry, ſuch are the Conſciences of roo many, 7 
ſpeak it to their Shame. I come, 


IV. To lay down ſeveral Inducements for the 
keeping a Conſcience void of offence to- 
wards God and towards Man. 

1. From that Peace and Tranquillity of Mind 
that follow upon the keeping ſuch a Conſcience. 
Solomon tells us that the righteous Man's Heart is a 
continual Feaſt, Prov. 15. The Man whocarries 
a clean Conſcience about with him, marcheth eve- 
ry where with an Head lifted up : his Heart re- 
joiceth in an undiſturbed Serenity of Mind. 
Whether he ſleepeth or waketh, he has quiet Reſt. 
His Soul being free from all notorious Crimes, he 
fears no ill Tidings, but is as bold as a Lion. 
St, Paul made ſo great an Account of the Teſti- 
mony of a good Conlcience, that he call 'd it his 
Glory, O the Comfort a good Conſcience will 
afford us while we live, and when we come to 
die! O the internal Conſolation that Soul feels, . 
who has made Piecy and Godlineſs the Scope of all 
ts doings! Such a Conſcience chears a Man in 


Life, and ſpeaks comfortable things to him ar his 
Death. 
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that has preſerv'd their Liberties and Properties, and 
by his Courage and Condudt ſav'd Europe?. A 
Prince whom God raisd up in the day of our 
diſtreſs to work a Deliverance for us, and to ad- 
vance the Honour of this Nation to its antient 
Splendour and Glory. Would ſome Men but 
think or conſider, they would not be drawn 
they know not whither, or. be ſb ſolicitous 
to compleat the Ruin and Deſtruction of their 
Country, and expole it to the Revenge of an in- 
cens'd Enemy to our Religion, Laws, and Li- 
berties. The old Romans were ready to ſacrifice 
their Fortunes for the Safety of their Country, 
and were neither afraid nor aſham'd to die in fo 
glorious a Cauſe. How then are ſome Engliſhmen 
degenerated from antient Worth and Honour, 
in ſeeking to betray what the others were 1o 
zealous to preſerve > This is one of the worſt 
kind of Conſciences in the World, A Conſcience 
that ſtrains at a Gnat, and ſwallows a Camel. A 
Conſcience that has a hot and flaming Zeal for 
the Church, yet at the ſame time carries on the In- 
rereſt of him who for many Years has been en- 
deavouring to eſtabliſh Popery and Arbitrary Go- | 


* wvernment. A /quinting Conſcience that looks one 


way, 
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way, and ſees another. -But as much as it looks 
awry, ſuch are the Conſciences of roo many, 1 
ſpeak it to their Shame. I come, 


IV. To lay down ſeveral Inducements for the 
keeping a Conſcience void of offence to- 
wards God and towards Man. 

1, From that Peace and Tranquillity of Mind 
that follow upon the keeping ſuch a Conſcience. 
Solomon tells us that the righteous Man's Heart is a 
continual Feaſt, Prov. 15, The Man whocarries 
a clean Conlcience about with him, marcheth eve- 
ry where with an Head lifted up : his Heart re- 
joiceth in an nundiſturbed Serenity of Mind. 
Whether he {leepeth or waketh, he has quiet Reſt. 
His Soul being free from all notorious Crimes, he 
fears no ill Tidings, but is as bold as a Lion. 
St. Paul made ſo great an Account of the Teſti- 
mony of a good Conſcience, that he call 'd it his 
Glory, O the Comfort a good Conſcience will 
afford us while we live, and when we come to 
die! O the internal Conſolation that Soul feels, 
who has made Piecy and Godlinels the Scope of all 
its doings! Such a Conſcience chears a Man in 


Life, and ſpeaks comfortable things to him ar his 
Death. 
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Death. Ir is a ſure Teſtimony of a ſecure Mind 
here, and eternal Happineſs hereafter. Nothin 
can be conceiv'd more pregnant with Delight and 
Joy than a peaceful Conſcience. There is no 
Cheartulneſs like the Effe& of that. That is the 
Man who is eſtabliſh'd in the Poſſeflion of invio- 
lable Plealure and Satisfaftion. Ir was the Coun- 
fel of the Divine Philoſopher, If thou wouldſt live 
without Fear, live without Offence. And King Pto- 
lomy having ask'd one of the Hebrew Interpreters 
how he might be ar reſt when he ſlept, receiv'd 
this Anſwer, Let Piety and righteous Dealing be the 
Scope of all thy. Sayings and Doings ; fy by applying all 
thy Diſcourſes and Works to ſuch excellent Ends, whe- 
ther thou ſleepeſt or wakeſt, thou ſhalt have quiet Reſt n 
regard of thy ſelf. And as one Inducement for the 
keeping aConſcience void of offence towards God 
and Man, is taken from that Peace and Tran- 
quillity of Mind that follow upon the keeping 
{uch a Conſcience : So, 

2. Another Inducement ſhall be taken from 
the Remorſes that attend an evil one. That ccu- 
el Emperor Caligula was continually terrify'd and 
in fear, and never had ſecure and quiet reſt. Nero 
after he had kill'd his Mother confele'd that whilſt 


he 


before the Ld Chief Juſtice Holt. 19 


he ſlept he was troubled by her,and cormented with 
Furies as Revengers of that Sin. Thus it ras with 
4m and his Conſcience; for when the Lord call'd 
unto him and laid, Adam, where art thou ? He an- 
fwered, I heard thy Voice in the Garden, and was afraid, 
becauſe I was naked. But who was it told him he was 
naked ? no other ſurely but his own Conſcience. 
This remembred him of the Law he had broke, 
the Penalty of Death he had incur'd thereby, and 
how he had expos'd himſelf ro God's Diſpleaſure, 
and therefore hid himſelf from the Preſence of the 
\ Lord. I could inſtance in Cain, Saul, Judas, Fe- 
ix, and ſuch like, which the Scripture mentions, 
who had a Worm that gnaw'd their Conſciences 
both day and night. What Creature can be ima- 
oin'd more miſerable than a Man whole Life is 
accompanied with-the ſecret Laſhes and Tortures 
of a guilty Conſcience? What Shame and Confu- 
fon, what Frights and Anguiſhes, and what 
Terrors and Fears within his Breaſt, whilſt he is 
awake ? and in his Dreams he is diſturb'd with the 
like Perturbations. Such is the Cuſtom of an evil 
Conlcience, that the Man that has it even trem- 
bles atthe fall of a Leaf from a Tree. His own 
Shadow is a Terror to him, any unuſual Noiſe 

C 2 terrifies 
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terrifies him, and every Man that cometh to- 
wards him he ſuſpe&ts as coming againſt him, 
Like Etna he has in his very Bowels the Fire that 
conſumes him. The Conſcience of a wicked 
Man (fſaich Juſtin Martyr) is unto him inſtead of 
an Acculer, a Witneſs, a Tudg, and an Execu- 
tioner. It will be his Witneſs to accuſe him, his 
Judg to condemn him, and his Executioner to 
rorture him. And is not that a dreadful Puniſh- 
ment, when a Man ſhall become his own Ac- 
cuſer, Judg, and Executioner ? Holy Job in his 
15th Chap. has given a lively Deſcription of the 
miſerable State of ſuch a Man. The wicked Man 
travelleth with Pain all his Days, and the Number of 
Jears is hidden to the Oppreſſor. A dreadful Sound is 
in his Ears, in Proſperity the Deſtroyer ſhall come up- 
on him. He believes not, be ſhall return out of Dark- 
neſs, and he is waited for of the Sword. Fe wandreth 
abroad for Bread, ſaying, Where is it * He knows that 
the Day of Darkneſs is at hand, Trouble and Av- 
guiſh ſhall make him afraid, they ſhall prevail againſt 
him as a King ready to Battel, A guilty Conſcience 
is ſtill imagining terrible things to be coming up- 
on it ſelf. It knows what it deſerves, and there- 
« fore is holden in continual fear, and always tor- 
mented 
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mented wichin it ſelf. *Tis againſt a Man whilft 
he lives, and againſt htm when he comes to die. 

3. Another Inducement to keep a Conlci- 
ence void of Offence towards God and Man, 
is, we muſt all of us one day bid adieu to- the 
World, and then it will be found that the beſt 
Pillow to lay a dying Head on, will be a good 
Conſcience. When our Breath is juſt going 
from us, and our Souls ready to take their 
Flight from our trembling Lips ; when Death 
is ſummoning us to give up our Accounts to the 
great Auditor of the World, then all the Pomp 
and Glories of the Earth will be but weak Cor- 
dials, and afford bur ſmall Comfort to him 
who dies with an accuſing Conſcience ſtaring 
him in the Face, If we would put our ſelves 
into a good Poſture of dying, we mult take 
care to obſerve thoſe Commands of St. Paul ; 
That our Hearts be ſprinkled from an evil Conſci- 
ence, Heb. 10. 22. To hold Faith and a good 
(onſcience, 1 Tim. 1. 19. To live m all good Con- 
ſcience, and to keep a Conſcience void of Offence to- 
wards God and Man, 1f we expeCtto die in Peace,. 
and go off the Stage of the World with Joy 
and Comfort, we muſt have nothing to do with 
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any thing that our Conſcience either condemng 
us in, or for, The more ſpotleſs and blameleſ 
our Conſciences are, the more prepared we are 
to look Death in the Face. For a Man to talk of 
Death, and make Preparation for it, and yet 
not to diſcharge his Conſcience of all the Remains 
of its paſt Guilt, is the greateſt Folly and Pre- 
{ſumption in the World. They and they only,who 
diſcharge a good Conſcience while they live, ace 
thoſe who will be found prepar'd to die. 

4. Another Inducement for the keeping a 
Conſcience void of Offence towards God and 
Man, ſhall be taken from the Conſideration of 
the general ReſurreRion, and the laſt Judgment, 
There will be a Day when all chat are jn their 
Graves ſhall come forth and appear before an 
impartial Judg, to receive their Doom. The 
Court ſhall be called, and the Books opened, 
not only of guilty Conſciences, but allo the 
Book of Life, wherein God himſelf has writ- 
ten with his own Finger all our Thoughts, 
Words, and Aﬀtions, The Dead, ſmall and 
great, {hall be judged out of thoſe chings 


which are written in the Books, according to 


| their Works ; and whoſoever is not found wntt- 


ten 
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ten in the Book of Life, ſhall be caſt into the Lake 
of Fire, Rev. 20. Which way will the Man 
who has a condemning Conſcience at that Day 
look, when he ftands forth and makes his Ap- 
earance before the great Tribunal at the general 
Aſſize holden for the whole World ? It he looks 
upwards, there fits his Judg ready to paſs an un- 
repealable Sentence upon him. If he caſts his 
Eyes downwards,there {tands his Acculer beneath 
- him; his Conſcience alſo at the ſame time from 
within crying out and witneſſing againſt him. 
It will be in vain then to plead not guilty ; for 
his own [niquities ſhall convince him to the Face. 
O that Men were wile to-conſider this, and that 
they would live in the Fear of that Day, when 
the Trumpet ſhall ſound the Call, Ariſe ye Dead 
and come to Judgment ! What dreadful Impreſſions 
ſhould the Proceedings at that day make upon our 
Lives, to do the thing that is lawful andright? 
A ſerious Refle&ion upon an Eternity of Mile- 
ry, accompanied with all the Horrours and Pangs. 
that that Day writes upon the Forehead of an 
evil Conſcience, if duly weighed and conſider- 
ed, would prove a powerful Motive to perſwade 
us to the Diſcharge of a good Conſcience, If 
the - 
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the Man who has deſtroyed the Widow and the 
Fatherlels by Injuſtice and Opprefiion, and is 
vecome fat with Frauds and Wrongs, would but 
think ſeriouſly on the general Reſurrection, and 
the laſt Judgmenr, he would be now of the 
ſame Mind as he will be when he ſhall ſeethe 
Heavens paſs away with a Noiſe, and the Ele- 
meats melt with fervent Heat ; the Earth al- 
ſo, and the Works that are therein be burnt 
up. The Ways of Injuſtice, Oppreſſion, and 
Extortion, how gainful and pleaſant ſoever they 
appear here, do not deſerve to be bought with 
the dear Purchaſe of endleſs Milery hereafter; 
for whoever buys them ſo, will find chat art the 
great Day of Account he has a very hard and ſad 
Bargain. There is nothing cover'd that ſhall 
not then be revealed, nor hid that ſhall nor then 
be made known. What aa Obligacion do we 
lie under to make a diligent Inſpe&ion into our 
Conlciences, to be nice and curious in ex2min- 
ing. our Lives and Converſations, to ſec that 
right which is amiſs, and to haſten out of ane- 
vil Frame into one that is good and gracious? 
This was St. Pau!'s great Care and Exerciſe. The 
Belief and Hope of a-general Reſurre&ion, and 


the 


before the Ld Chief Juſtice Holt. 25 
the Judgment that is to follow upon it,did ſtrong- 
ly oblige and bind that Apoſtle's Conſcience to 
Veriue and Goodnels, to Purity and Holinels, to 
Honeſty and Uprightnels, inloinuch that he 
kept always a Conſcience void of Offence to- 
wards God and towards Man. 

5. Another Inducement for the keeping ſuch 
a Conſcience, is; The very Conſcience, were 
there nothing elſe, of doing well, and being 
imployed in ſo bleſſed an Exerciſe, is it ſelf a 
brave Reward, Was there nothing to be ex- 
pected beyond the Grave: Was there no Life 
after this: Was the Soul not to ſurvive the Body : 
And were the Reſurretion, and a Judgment to 
come, mere Fables, yet the Eaſe and Comfort, 
the Joy and Peace, the Delight and Pleaſure,and 
that inward Contentment, which a univerſal and 
exact Conlcientiouſneſs begers in vertuous Men, 
will make them abundant Recompence for all thac 
upright Converſation it purs them upon. If a Man 
woutd conſult his own Happinefs, and be blel- 
ſed with a quiet and comfortable Life, let ir be 
his Care co tie up himſeif ro an exact Conſcien- 
tiouſneſs, which will contribute very much to 
his convenient living in this World, 
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And now diſcern between the Righteous and 
the Wicked, What an excellent Temper of 
Spirit ariſerh from the Minds of thoſe that have 
kept a Conſcience void of Offence towards God 
and Man? They can appeal to God with Con- 
fidence, and ſay with good Hezekiah, Lord, ye- 
member that 1 have walked before thee with an tþ- 
right Heart, and have done that which is 200d in th 
Sight, Iſa. 38. 3. None ſhall be able to lay 
any thing to their Charge ; they have God to 
juſtify them, and their own Conſciences to ac. 
quit them, and therefore they live quietly, ſleep | 
in Peace, and die with Comfort. On the con- 
trary, how full of Fears are the Minds of thoſe 
that are troubled with an evil Conſcience ? They 
walk with perplexing "Thoughts, their Repoſe 
in the Night is uneaſy, they are poſleſt with the 
frightful Appearances of Ghoſts, and purſued 
by the ſame. Ponder on theſe things, I beſeech 
you ; a good Conlcience is neceſſary to Hap- 
pineſs, it will prepare us for it, and bring us un- 
roit. The more exact we are in our eligion 
rowards God, and in our Converſation among 
Men, the more we are prepared for Death and 
Judgment. This was that which St. Paul aimed 

at, 
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at, to live in all Purity before God , and in 
Righteouſneſs among Men; and that Work and 
Imployment of his was conſtant, always: A 
Vein and a TinCture of theſe ran through all he 
did ; his civil as well as religious Actions were 
influenced by them, admirtring of not the leaſt 
 Taint of Defilement at any time whatſoever. *Tis 
uſual with Men, when they are caſt upon a Bed of 
Sickneſs, and the Viſions of Death and the 
Grave are before them, then to make Conſci- 
ence of their Ways, to dedicate themlelves to 
God, and to be open and fair in their Dealings 
with Men; the Apprehenſion of Death puts 
them upon Devotion, Religion towards God, 
as well as Integrity towards Men, When they 
ſee they mult die, and appear before a righteous 
Tribunal, ro have their everlaſting State and 
Condition determined, then they are for doing 
nothing but what Conlcieace ſhall approve of, 
and what that {hall witnels. Now St. Paul a&ted 
more wilely ; in all things and at all times, in 
Healch as well as.in Sickneſs, and fn the time of 
Life as well as in the Hour of Death,he laboured 
to have a Conſcience void of Offence towards 
God and towards Man. That Apoltle was not 

D 2 CON- 
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conſcientious in his Dealings by Fits and Starts, but 
lived always in the ſame Frame,and was continu- 
ally in the lame Poſture : One Part of his Life did 
not claſh with the other. His Converſation 
was in Heaven every Day, and kept a holy 
Intercourſe with God from time to time. He 
that would live and die in all good Conſcience, 
mult :e regulated by it in the Shop as well 
as in we Church ; be as juſt at the Bar as ac 
the Altar; and have as great a Veneration for 
the Ten Commandments as his Creed. Thar you 
may be lerious in that Exerciſe, I ſhall 


Laſtly, Lay down ſome Rules for your Help 
and Dite&ion therein, And, ; 

1. To the happy Diſcharge of your Con- 
ſciences towards God and Man, ye mult endea- 
vour lor Holineſs of Life, and Purity of Hear. 
Be dulgent, that ye may be fornd of Tim in Peace, 
without ſpot, and blameleſs ; 2 Pet. 3. 14. The 
more ſpotleſs and blameleſs we are in our Ways, 
and the more we breathe after a Principle of Ho- 
lineſs and Purity, the more our Induſtry and 
Study will be to keep a Conſcience void of Ot- 

« fence. An unholy and impure Soul will not "= 
wit 
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with God, but lives and allows it felt in Ways 
and Haunts of finning,indulging this and the other 
uncon{cionable Action. And therefore St. Pay! 
prays in behalt of the Theſſalonians, And the Lord 
make you to abound and increaſe in Love one towards 
another, and towards all Men, even as we do towards you, 
to the end he may eſtabliſh your Hearts unblameable in 
Holineſs before God, even our Father, at the coming of 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, with all his Saints, 1 Thell. 3. 
12,13. Our Hearts and Aﬀections mult be pure 
and holy within, as well as our Lives and Con- 
verſations without, it we would be owners of a 
go0d Conſcience. 

2, If we would keep a Conlcience void of Of- 
fence towards God and Man, we mult have a 
deep Senſe of God's Omnipreſence and Omniſci- 
ence, and ſer the Lord always before us. [ 
know nothing that would conduce more to the 
infuſiag a Spirit of exa&t Conſcientiouſnels into us, 
than the Conſideration of thole two Attributes, 
Who would dare to take a falſe Oath, ſmite his 
Neighbour ſecretly, ſteal his Goods, or do an 
ill thing, if he confider'd that every Creature is 
manifeſt in his ſight, and that God has his Eye 


continually upon him ? All things are naked and open 
unto 
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unto the Eyes of him with whom we have todo, Heb, 
4.13. Can any hide himſelf in ſecret places that 1 
ſhall not fee him? faith the Lord, Jer. 23. 24. Dy 
not T fill Heaven and Farth* The Darkneſs and 
the Light ro him are'both alike, There is no 
hiding nor keeping a wicked thing from the Lord, 
He that lives under the conſideration of God's 
Omaipreſence and Omnilcience, will exerciſe him- 
ſelf ro have always a Conſcience void of Offence 
towards God and rowards Man. And the rather, 
becaule, 

3. He who overlooks him in all he does in this 
Life, will be his Judg in the next. And is not 
this a ſtrong Motive to keep a Conſcience yoid 
of Offence? We had need look to our ways, 
live blameleſly, and preſs afrer a univerſal Con- 
ſcicntiouſneſs, that have to deal with a Judg who 
is to conclude our everlaſting State, whether it 
ſhall be for Happineſs or Miſery. O of what 
creat Concern is this, when we are to be tryd 
tor Eternity,and appear before a Judg who is then 
to paſs an eternal Sentence npon us! O the Bene- 
h: then of a good Conl-ience ! Withour that no 
Man ſhall be able co ſtand in Judgment. They 


ſhall quake and tremble, nd. cry out to the 
Moun- 
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Mountains, O fall upon us, and to the Hills, O co- 
ver us from the Preſence of him that ſits upon the Throne. 
But this ſhall be in vain, for the great Day of 
the Almighty's Wrath is come, and they as guil- 
ty mult fcel the dreadful Effects of ir. 

Laſtly, To keep a Conſcience void of Offence 
towards God and Man, it will be highly requiſite 
frequencly to meditate upon the Uncertainty of 
your Lives, and the ſhortneſs of them. In the 
midſt of Life we are in Death. Man is like to Va- 
nity, his Days are as a Shadow that paſſeth away, a Vas 
pour that appears for a little time, and is 2one, Now 
if our Days be few, and they uncertain, how 
ſhould that Conſideration put us forward with all 
our might, to live in all good Conſcience ? If 
Death ſurpriſerh us in a guilty Conſcience, ir leaves 
us under an Impoſſivility of ever-wiping it off, 
AnJ therefore it concerns us, as much as-our 
everlaſting Intereſt amounts to, to uſe all preſent 
Care and Diligence to diſcharge a good Conlci- 
ence both towards God and Men. In that blel. 
ſed Diſpoſition ler all of us live, that ſo we may 
neither be afraid nor aſham'd to die; and having 
our Flearts ſprinkled from an evil Conſcience, we may 
depart in Peace, cloſe our Eyes with Joy and Con- 
dence, 
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ce, and fall aſleep in hopes. ofa glorious 

Felurrection at the laſt na bi that we 

a. may all do, God grant f#*the ſake of Jeſus 
, Chriſt. Amen, 4 


